Massachusetts Pesticide Applicator (Core) Exam 

Prep Notes - 2022
These notes loosely follow the introductory PP we will be viewing on day one. Every question on the exam, and all the content come directly from the Core Manual, the glossary of terms, facts in the Supplements (mostly the pages on IPM), Chapter 132B and 333CMR.  These pages are for you to write on and scratch your own notes.
You will need the following materials to properly prepare for the License (Core) Exam:

1. Core Manual (Edition Three)
2. Core Supplements 

3. Chapter 132B 

4. 333 CMR 
The Exam Process     
everblue 
Registering & Creating an Account at the EEA ePass portal

https://www.mass.gov/doc/how-to-

 HYPERLINK "https://www.mass.gov/doc/how-to-create-your-eplace-account/download" create-your-

 HYPERLINK "https://www.mass.gov/doc/how-to-create-your-eplace-account/download" eplace

 HYPERLINK "https://www.mass.gov/doc/how-to-create-your-eplace-account/download" -account/download
Having an account allows you to …

Exam is a two-step process (fees)       What do 60 days represent?
MDAR pesticide program web site
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/pesticide-program
Pesticide Examination and Licensing
Pre-exam instructional video

Tutorial

The exam is available …

Identification 

Exam requirements   (hardware, browser, mouse, etc)

Artificial Intelligence

Exam integrity 

Exam is timed

After completing the exam, what happens next?

THE EXAM

The exam questions fall into 5 general categories.  They are:

1. Health & safety principles of handling and using pesticides 

2. Label Questions

3. Massachusetts rules, regulations, FIFRA and other Federal programs

4. CFPA (Children and Families Protection Act) – 333 CMR 14.00 
5. IPM (20%)

EXAM CONTENT (per MDAR)

◦ Basic Entomology
◦ Toxicology of pesticides-toxicity to humans and animals
◦ Risks of pesticides to humans
◦ Pesticide formulations
◦ Pesticide labels & labeling
◦ IPM (including from supplement)
◦ WPS (basics)

◦ 333 CMR (especially sections 10, 11, 13 & 14)
Learning Objectives
Farming and other non-structural pest control information

Pass or Fail
What are 125 and 87?  
What is Chapter 132B

What is 333 CMR

What is the WPS

Questions dealing with IPM 

Multiple choice vs essay questions
Some questions may offer answer choices: “All the above”, or “None of the above

Negatives as correct answers
When more than one answer looks correct

Guessing

Math and formula questions on the exam  (Chapter 25)
When some questions and answers may sound silly and make no sense 
The exam is machine graded – receiving results
Label questions and time management (zooming in)
Flagging questions for second look
Each individual exam is the same 
Materials allowed when taking the exam 
Traveling with a company vehicle before receiving your license
Receiving your exam results
What happens after you pass?

What happens if you fail?
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